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met two of them. Those were practically their words. They started
out upon a series of conferences with the goverrnent. Conferences
and more conferences. Suggestions, schemes. Running to and fro -
T.U.C. at Downing Street. T.U.G. goes to the miners. To and fro.
Talk about the Eleventh Hour. But in England nobody ever
believes there Is an Eleventh Hour until it comes. Like the war.
Cook going on all the time like a musical box that can't leave off:
"Not a penny off the pay, not a second on the day.55 Twenty
speeches a day and still at it in his sleep.
cMy dear, I don't know If you will make head or tail of this
rigmarole so far. I set it down as well as I can. But try and get that
situation clear - which brings things up to last week-end. Miners,
inflexible; owners, inflexible. Goverment ambiguous, T.U.C.
forcible feeble, rather warning about the General Strike than
promising it. And doing nothing hard and strong to prepare for It.
Under-prepared while the goverment was over-prepared.
'And here I must conclude my Part Three because I have
already been writing about the next stage in Part Four. Go on to
Part number Four.5
Mrs. Rylands did.
Part Four was headed:
4 The Goverment isn't playing straight.
c Here little Cynna comes the stuff that troubles my mind most.
I don't think Baldwin and his goverment have played a straight
game. I don't think the miners and the rank and file of the
workers are getting a square deal. I think that Baldwin and Co are
consciously or subconsciously on the side of the coal-owner and
the profit extractor, and that they mean to let the workers down.
They are making an Asset of Cook and his not listening to reason.
I've had that smell in my nose for some time. Even at Casa
Terragena. Churchill's first number of the British Gazette stank of
it. Gave the whole thing away.
'They didn't want to prevent a General Strike. They wanted It
to happen. They wanted it to happen so as to distract attention
from the plain justice of the case as between miners and coal-
owners. And between workers generally and employers and
business speculators generally, in a world of relative shrinkage.
They wanted the chance of a false issue, to readjust with labour
nearer the poverty line.
* You may say that is a serious charge to make _against any